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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Sa'd al-Din ibn Shams al-Din ibn Muhammad Nizari Fawadaji Birjandi was a poet from the
second half of the seventh century and the beginning of the eighth century. He was born around
645 AH. Sa'd al-Din, due to his thinness or his association with Nizar ibn Mustansir, or perhaps
out of admiration for him, chose "Nizari" as his poetic pseudonym. The Nizari family were
Ismailis who suffered during the Mongol invasion. After the Mongol wave subsided and peace
was restored in Khorasan, Nizari's father sent him to school in Birjand, where he studied Arabic
and the Quran. Nizari also learned religious teachings from his father, a man of virtue and
excellence. In 669 AH. Nizari entered the service of Shams al-Din Kurt. At that time, he had
acquired sufficient knowledge and readiness for government service and worked in the divan
(administrative office). Ali Shah, the local ruler of Khorasan, met Nizari in 694 AH and was
deeply impressed by his poetic skills, appointed him as a court poet. To maintain favor with Ali
Shah, Nizari had to conceal his affiliation with the Ismailis.

Results and Discussion:

Nizari the poet and broker of two Mongolian puppet government the Kurt dynasty and
Mehrabani dynasty. Nizari has embedded Ismaili's beliefs in poets while he was serving in anti-
Ismailis government but because of abundance of using Sufism expressions and words in his
poets <at the first sight, readers imagine he is Sufism poet as many investigators considered him
like a Sufi poet. In the present essay we are trying to dissect the usage of Sufism expressions in
Nizari book of poems by finding Nizari Qohestani's mainstream and its coincidence with
Ismaili's idea origins to show the overlaps and discrepancies in usage of those expressions in
comparison with Sufism texts. During Nizari's lifetime, the Alamut Ismaili state had fallen due
to the Mongol invasion, and Ismailis faced persecution and hardship due to their beliefs. Nizari,
like the Sufis, juxtaposed reason (intellect) against love (spirituality). Their common ground lay
in their opposition to the external aspects of religious law, emphasizing inner spirituality. Both
Sufis and Nizari found hidden meanings and secrets behind the outward expressions of religious
texts. However, there was a fundamental difference: while Sufis believed in direct inspiration
(ilham) from God, Ismailis considered the Imam to be the source of inner knowledge. Ismailis
believed that the Imam, chosen by the previous Imam, possessed esoteric knowledge. In terms
of teaching, both Sufis and Ismailis emphasized inner enlightenment and spiritual insight.
Nizari's poetry, with its rich Sufi terminology, might lead readers to initially perceive him as a
Sufi poet. The main question of the following essay is: Was Nizari deeply influenced by Sufism
beliefs and can be considered as a Sufi poet or he used Sufism terminological expressions
symbolically to spread Ismaili's beliefs? The struggle between reason and love appears in
various literary and mystical works, including historical accounts. Nizari, like the Sufis,
positioned reason against love, focusing on the inner dimension of religious law. His poetry
contains abundant Sufi terminology, leading readers to initially associate him with Sufi poets.



However, it is essential to recognize that Nizari's intellectual resistance stems from his
adherence to the Ismaili doctrine of ta'lim (inner knowledge). Unlike the Sufis, Ismailis believe
in the Imam's role as the repository of esoteric wisdom. The critical distinction lies in their
attention (or lack thereof) to the Imam of the time. Nizari explicitly distances himself from
Sufism, emphasizing his allegiance to the Imam. The Imam is chosen by the preceding Imam
and holds a specific position in Ismaili interpretation. While Sufis emphasize direct inspiration,
Ismailis recognize the Imam's indirect influence through prescribed practices and spiritual
exercises. Nizari's poetic engagement with Sufi terminology blurs the lines, but his commitment
to the Imam remains steadfast. His poetic struggle and exploration of the teaching concept serve
to affirm Ismaili identity. By emphasizing intellectual resistance, Nizari preserves his doctrinal
identity while engaging in poetic expression.

Conclusion:

Nizari lived in a state of tagiyya (concealment) to protect his life. He adopted Sufi terminology
to express Ismaili beliefs, as Sufism was prevalent and accepted during that era. Nizari's
constant vigilance in concealing his Ismaili identity from opponents led him to express his
beliefs symbolically or allegorically using Sufi concepts in his poetry. His eventual downfall
and accusations were not primarily due to supporting Ismailis but rather reflected the influence
of Ismaili thought in his works. The alignment of his intellectual lines with Ismaili doctrine,
along with his skill in conveying hidden beliefs, demonstrates the interplay between shared and
divergent aspects of his thought. Nizari's artistry in preserving and propagating his convictions
while navigating the complexities of his time is evident in his poetry, which blends Ismaili
motifs with Sufi symbolism.
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