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Suhrewardi, by articulating the "Principle of the Noblest Possibility,"
emphasizes that the noble possible being precedes the base possible being.
This means that as long as ordinary people exist in the world, the Perfect
Human is also undoubtedly present. Therefore, the "Pir" (spiritual guide or
elder) in his symbolic stories represents the Active Intellect, the Perfect
Nature, or the Celestial Self, which, like the "Perfect Human," guides the
seeker from the abyss of forgetfulness and oblivion towards illuminative
revelations. In stories such as Aql-e- Sorkh, Fi-Alhalat-Altofoliat, Tale of
Qorbat Qarbi, and Avaz-e- Par-e-Jebre’il, the "Desert" is the place where
the encounter with the "Pir" takes place. In these stories, the "Desert,"
through the intuitive experiences that occur within it, distances itself from its
physical and objective nature and moves towards a phenomenal and
cognitive existence. It transforms from a physical place into a phenomenon
whose most important characteristic is becoming spatial, or movement
towards spatiality. Furthermore, the present essay, employing descriptive
and analytical methods and examining the aforementioned works, argues
that the exemplary and mediatory characteristic of the "Pir,” through his
existence in and interaction with the desert, is extended to the desert itself. In
other words, the place in these stories is simultaneously both a place and a
space. Just as the Pir, while having a material existence, is detached from it,
the place where he exists, simultaneously possesses both the characteristics
of materiality and immateriality. In fact, the continuous analysis of the sign-
meaning of the Desert and the concept of the Philosophical Elder in
Suhrawardi's treatises presents the Pir's two-fold nature in the desert elevates
the desert from a physical place to a transcendental one. In this ontological
encounter, the desert transforms from a conventional and universally
understood sign into a slippery and unconditioned symbol.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Suhrawardi, the founder of Illuminationist philosophy, through his articulation of the "Principle
of the Noblest Possibility" (Qa'idah-yi Imkan-i Ashraf), emphasizes that the noble possible
being precedes the base possible being. This implies that as long as ordinary human beings exist
in the world, the existence of the "Perfect Human" (Insan-i Kamil) is inevitable and undeniable.
In Suhrawardi's symbolic narratives, this Perfect Human manifests as the figure of the "Pir"
(spiritual elder or guide), who not only serves as a guide for the seeker on the spiritual path but
also symbolizes the Active Intellect, the Perfect Nature, or the Celestial Self. The present study
addresses the fundamental question: how does the physical location of the Pir undergo an
ontological transformation under the influence of his dual (material/spiritual) nature, evolving
from a mere material place into a trans-spatial and symbolic phenomenon? The significance of
this research lies in re-examining the connection between the Pir's symbolic identity and the
narrative space in Suhrawardi's philosophical system, offering new horizons for understanding

the relationship between "place and meaning" in mystical-philosophical texts.

Method
This research employs a descriptive-analytical method using library-based sources. The
research corpus consists of four symbolic treatises by Suhrawardi:

e Agl-e-Sorkh (The Red Intellect)

o FiAlhalat Altofoliat (On the State of Childhood)

o Tale of Qorbat Qarbi (The Story of Western Exile)

e Avaz-e-Par-e-Jebre’il (The Song of Gabriel's Wing)
Data collection involved a careful study of the primary texts and the extraction of all references
related to the "Pir" and the "desert." The collected data were then analyzed using
a phenomenological hermeneutic approach and semiotic analysis. This analysis aimed to
elucidate the relationship between the Pir's dual existence and the ontological transformation of
the desert. To ensure validity, all interpretations are directly grounded in Suhrawardi's original
texts and assessed against the foundational principles of Illuminationist philosophy.

Results

The findings reveal that in Suhrawardi's stories, the desert, unlike its conventional function as a
barren natural space, undergoes a profound transformation in the presence of the Pir. It becomes
a suspended phenomenon that is simultaneously both place and space. That is, on the one hand,
it retains its material characteristics (vastness, aridity, barrenness), while on the other, through
the seeker's intuitive experience within it, it turns into a supra-sensory and symbolic realm. This

transformation precisely mirrors the ontological pattern of the Pir himself: just as the Pir
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possesses a material body yet remains detached from it, the desert retains its natural aspect but
transcends its purely geographical function, becoming a fluid and unconditioned symbol. In
other words, the continuous analysis of the sign-meaning (signifier-signified) demonstrates that
the persistent presence of the Pir's twofold nature in the desert elevates it from a functional
place to a transcendental one. These findings challenges traditional interpretations that view the
desert merely as a backdrop for spiritual journey; instead, the present research shows that the
desert itself becomes an active agent in the process of illumination.

Conclusion

The results indicate that in Suhrawardi's philosophical system, place is not merely a container
but a dynamic entity influenced by sacred presence. Following the model of the Pir's dual
existence, the desert in the symbolic stories transforms from a conventional sign into a fluid and
polysemous symbol. These findings have significant theoretical implications. First, they offer a
fresh understanding of the relationship between place and meaning in Islamic mysticism.
Second, the findigns demonstrate that intuitive experience occurs not only in time but also
in space, and space itself is redefined within that experience.

From a practical standpoint, this research can provide a model for analyzing symbolic spaces in
other mystical texts. However, new questions also arise: Is this spatial transformation unique to
the desert, or can it be extended to other sacred places (such as mountains, temples, or ruins)?
Furthermore, is it possible to establish a dialogue between Suhrawardi's conception of place and
contemporary phenomenological theories (such as Heidegger's)? These are questions that future
research may address. Overall, this article shows that the desert in Suhrawardi's stories is not
merely the site of the event, but the event itself.
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