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Coquetry (naz) and yearning (niyaz) are among the foundational and most
recurrent motifs in the amatory and mystical ghazals of Persian literature.
These motifs lend meaning to the lover—beloved relationship and sculpt the
emotional and gnostic architecture of the poem. In this dynamic, naz
embodies the beloved’s self-sufficient majesty and the radiant display of
his/her beauty and glory, while niyaz manifests the lover’s ardent longing,
ignited in response to the beloved’s coquetry. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical approach, the present study centres on the ghazals of Rumi and
Hafez to explore how naz and niyaz are represented and semantically
elaborated in their oeuvre, thereby illuminating the profound divergences in
their world-views, mystical orientations, and conceptions of love. Findings
reveal that Rumi regards naz as the epiphany of divine majesty (jalal) and
niyaz as the soul’s insatiable yearning for absolute union, whereas Hafez
fusing earthly and celestial love re-stages naz and niyaz in a reciprocal, ever-
shifting theatre of desire. The study demonstrates that naz and niyaz do not
merely configure the emotional scaffolding of the Persian ghazal; they also
unlock deeper insight into the psychology and spirituality of the lover—
beloved bond. By offering a comparative lens, this inquiry grants readers a
renewed aperture onto the interplay of amatory content and poetic
cosmology in classical Persian ghazals, underscoring the enduring vitality
and transformative elasticity of these motifs across the centuries.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Love is one of the most enduring and multifaceted themes in Persian mystical and lyrical
poetry. Among its numerous manifestations, naz (coquetry, aloofness, or divine majesty) and
niyaz (supplication, yearning, or spiritual poverty) form the dynamic poles of the lover-beloved
relationship. These two complementary forces define the rhythm of desire and transcendence in
the Persian ghazal, embodying both the emotional depth of human experience and the
metaphysical dimensions of divine love. The present study explores the comparative
manifestations of naz and niyaz in the ghazals of Jalal al-Din Rimi and Hafez of Shiraz, two of

the most influential figures in Persian mystical literature.

Method

This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical, and comparative approach. The corpus of
analysis comprises selected ghazals from Riimi’s Divan-e Shams-e Tabrizl and Hafez’s Divan,
focusing on verses that explicitly or implicitly depict the dynamics of naz and niyaz. The
analysis relies on textual interpretation and contextual reading of key concepts, supported by
secondary sources including classical commentaries (such as Foriizanfar’s edition of Riimi and
Qazvini—Ghant’s edition of Hafez) and modern critical works on Persian mysticism and poetics.

Results

The study reveals that in RGmi’s ghazals, ndz emanates from the divine self-sufficiency,
majesty, and absolute sovereignty of the Beloved, who is most often portrayed as God Himself.
The Beloved’s apparent distance, aloofness, and even cruelty are not arbitrary but serve as
purposeful pedagogical tools designed to purify the lover’s heart from ego and attachment.
Through this process of trial and deprivation, the lover is initiated into the deeper mysteries of
divine love and is gradually led toward spiritual maturity and enlightenment. Conversely, niyaz
embodies the lover’s complete surrender, humility, devotion, and passionate yearning, which is
a transformative movement of the soul that transmutes pain into transcendence and longing into
illumination.

Ram1’s poetic language in this context is ecstatic, symbolic, and essentially metaphysical. For
him, love functions as the primordial and cosmic energy that animates the entire universe and
sustains the rhythm of being. Within this cosmic drama, ndz and niyaz act as two dynamic,
interdependent forces that drive the universal motion of existence. Every divine concealment
deepens yearning, while each surge of longing draws the lover ever closer to annihilation
(fana’) in the Divine. Thus, in RGmi’s mystical vision, naz and niyaz together chart a vertical
and ascending journey of the soul—a movement from multiplicity toward unity, from the outer
world of forms to the inner essence of oneness and divine union.

In contrast, in Hafez’s ghazals, the same motifs of naz and niyaz appear in a more ambivalent,
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multi-layered, and aesthetic configuration. The Beloved’s coquetry and charm may signify the
physical allure of an earthly beloved, yet simultaneously gesture toward the transcendence and
magnificence of the divine. This delicate and continuous oscillation between spiritual and
sensual registers enriches the emotional depth and interpretive complexity of his poetry. Niyaz
in Hafez expresses both genuine spiritual devotion and playful amorous desire—a poised
equilibrium between reverence and joy, sanctity and beauty. Through his brilliant use of lyrical
dialogue and rhetorical irony, Hafez transforms the tension between naz and niyaz into a living
rhythm of attraction and resistance, a repeating pulse that animates his poetic universe. The
lover’s plaintive plea intensifies the Beloved’s distance, yet that very distance paradoxically
reignites the lover’s passion; desire becomes both wound and cure. This reciprocal cycle
mirrors Hafez’s vision of existence itself as a shimmering mirror of divine beauty refracted
through the temporality of human experience and emotion.

Comparatively, Rum1’s naz and niyaz are essentially vertical. They are symbols of the soul’s
ascension toward divine unity and metaphysical illumination, whereas Hafez’s treatment of
these concepts is circular, depicting the eternal and rhythmic dance of approach and withdrawal
that characterizes both human affection and divine love. Both poets thus delve into the
paradoxical unity of opposites: separation and union, majesty and mercy, austerity and grace,
distance and intimacy. Yet while Rimi emphasizes mystical annihilation, which is the soul’s
effacement in the Infinite, Hafez celebrates aesthetic transcendence, affirming the redemptive
power of beauty and love to reveal the divine within human experience. Together, they
demonstrate that naz and niyaz are not static emotional postures but ever-evolving spiritual
states. They are dynamic modalities of being that illuminate the depth of Persian mystical

thought and sustain the enduring vitality of the Persian ghazal tradition through the centuries.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis of naz and niyaz in the ghazals of Rimi1 and Hafez reveals that these
concepts extend far beyond emotional expression, embodying two complementary aspects of
the mystical relationship between lover and beloved. In RGmi’s poetry, naz signifies divine
majesty and transcendence, while niyaz represents the lover’s humility and spiritual longing.
The interplay of these forces drives the soul upward—from separation to union, from
multiplicity to divine oneness. Through ndz and niyaz, Rimi1 portrays love as a transformative
journey toward self-annihilation in the presence of the Beloved. In Hafez’s ghazals, the same
motifs acquire a more aesthetic and human dimension. ndz may allude to the playful charm of
an earthly beloved or to the inscrutable grace of the divine, while niyaz expresses a fusion of
devotion and desire. The tension between these two creates a lyrical balance where spiritual
yearning and sensual pleasure coexist. Ultimately, RGimi’s treatment of naz and niyaz is vertical,
symbolizing mystical ascent and union with God, whereas Hafez’s is circular, reflecting the

endless rhythm of attraction and withdrawal within love’s realm. Both poets, through distinct
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yet convergent visions, transform ndz and niyaz into enduring symbols of Persian mystical
thought Rim1 through the path of transcendence, and Hafez through the art of beauty and
longing.
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